
 
 

 

 

Jonah was not a very nice person. He 

had a lot of hatred for people who had 

been enemies of his people in the past. 

So when God asked him to go to 

Nineveh to ask people there to change 

their ways he was not very happy. 

 

 

He decided not to go and sailed away on 

a ship going in the opposite direction 

from Nineveh. 

 

There was a big storm at sea and when 

the people on the boat realised that 

Jonah had disobeyed God, they threw 

him into the sea. 

 
Jonah was swallowed by a whale and 

spent three days and nights in the belly 

of the whale. When he escaped he did go 

to Nineveh where he told the people if 

they did not stop sinning God would 

destroy their city. The people told the 

king and he sent for Jonah. When he 

heard what Jonah had to say he gave an 

order that everyone was to wear 

sackcloth and to fast for forty days.  

 

 

 

 

Jonah was still hoping that God would 

destroy the city and was very angry 

when this did not happen. He got into a 

sulk. 

 

 

God made a tree grow up to give him 

shade from the sun. Jonah was pleased. 

Then a worm destroyed the tree and he 

was very cross. 

 

So God asked him why he was so upset 

about a tree that he had not even planted. 

God also told him that even though the 

people in Nineveh were sinners He still 

loved them. He was happy when they 

changed their ways and so He did not 

have to punish them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This story tells me: 

 I must not hate anyone, even 

people who have hurt me, 

because God loves them. 

 If I am sorry for doing anything 

wrong, God will forgive me 

when I say I am sorry and I try to 

change. 

 When I go for First Confession 

God will forgive all my sins 

because He loves me. 

 I must not be disobedient like 

Jonah and I must not be nasty 

and bad tempered like him either. 

 

 


